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southwest Alabama. | am certain that his fam-
ily—his wife, Tammy, and their three children,
Phillip M. Garrett Jr., Matthew Ryan Garrett,
and Kendall W. Smitherman—along with the
Mobile Police Department and his many
friends in Mobile join me in praising his ac-
complishments and extending thanks for his
considerable service to the city of Mobile.

On behalf of a grateful community, | wish
Chief Phillip Garrett the very best of luck in all
of his future endeavors.

————

CONGRATULATING KENNETH J.
TICE ELEMENTARY SCHOOL ON
THEIR 2009 BLUE RIBBON SCHOOL
AWARD

HON. GENE GREEN

OF TEXAS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. GENE GREEN of Texas. Madam speak-
er, | rise today to honor the Kenneth J. Tice
Elementary School in the Galena Park Inde-
pendent School District and our district for
their dedication to academic excellence that
has earned them the honored distinction of
being a Blue Ribbon School in 2009.

Since 1982, the U.S. Department of Edu-
cation’s Blue Ribbon Schools Program has
honored many of America’s most successful
schools, and | am proud of Tice Elementary
for establishing itself as an elite academic in-
stitution by achieving this high honor. The
Blue Ribbon Award honors public and private
elementary, middle and high schools that are
academically superior or have made dramatic
gains in student achievement and helped
close achievement gaps among minority and
disadvantaged students over the course of the
previous school year. This year 314 schools
earned this coveted award.

U.S. Secretary of Education Duncan once
said that “Blue Ribbon Schools are producing
outstanding results for their students. Some
have shown dramatic improvements in places
where students are overcoming the challenges
of poverty, and others serve as examples of
consistent excellence that can be a resource
for other schools.” Under the supervision of
Principal Ms. Judy Holbrook, Tice Elementary
is developing outstanding students who are
challenged to meet high expectations with the
active support of teachers, parents and the
community. With a diverse student base, and
a decade of being recognized as an Exem-
plary school by the Texas Education Agency,
Kenneth J. Tice Elementary truly embodies
the ideals of the Blue Ribbon Award and is an
inspiration for all schools in the Houston area.

| congratulate the administration, teachers,
parents, and students at Tice Elementary for
their dedication to excellence and hard work.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. ROSCOE G. BARTLETT

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES
Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. BARTLETT. Madam Speaker, | submit
the following: Funding of $7,500,000 is nec-

essary to adapt Precision Guidance Kit (PGK)
technology to provide the same effectiveness
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improvements already demonstrated for
155mm artillery projectiles to all indirect fire
systems. The Army and Marine Corps have
recognized needs for increased precision for
ground combat units. The lack of precision for
either 105mm artillery or 1220mm mortars cre-
ates significant operational difficulties. The
105mm artillery and 120mm mortar can be de-
veloped in parallel at a significantly acceler-
ated schedule at a reduced cost due to tech-
nology that has already been tested and prov-
en, and due to the ability to share common
design features with the 155mm PGK. Gov-
ernment and industry tests to assist with de-
sign and sizing of the PGK to smaller calibers
will continue through FY2009. Based on that
work, FY10 funding would enable a low risk,
accelerated approach to delivering a much
needed operational capability to the field by
2011.

————

IN HONOR OF THE 100,000TH FAL-
CON III AN/PRC-152(C) RADIO PRO-
DUCED BY HARRIS RF COMMU-
NICATIONS IN ROCHESTER, NY

HON. LOUISE McINTOSH SLAUGHTER

OF NEW YORK
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Ms. SLAUGHTER. Madam Speaker, | rise
today to join our armed services in congratu-
lating Harris RF Communications on producing
its one hundred-thousandth Falcon Il AN/
PRC-152(C) radio. This is an extraordinarily
auspicious milestone and a testament to the
dedication and hard work of the company’s
Rochester, New York workforce.

It is fitting to celebrate this achievement as
this radio is used and sought after by every
branch of the U.S. Department of Defense as
well as several of our ally nations. It is a supe-
rior product and was recognized by the U.S.
Army as one of 2007’s greatest inventions. It
has next-generation communications capabili-
ties, but is still versatile enough to be compat-
ible with existing communications systems.
Plus it can be upgraded in the future to grow
as new software and encryption technology
advances.

| commend all of Harris’ local employees for
the critical work they perform every day in
support of our soldiers. Their care and dedica-
tion is helping to keep our men and women in
uniform safe while they serve our nation on
faraway battlefields. Moreover, their commu-
nications systems enable our military to exe-
cute its mission efficiently and effectively so
that threats are defeated while innocent lives
are safeguarded.

It gives me great comfort to know that our
soldiers are equipped with Harris radios be-
cause | know that Rochester’s top-notch work-
force makes products renowned for quality.
Our service men and women depend on these
radios working the first time and every time.
Harris takes that responsibility seriously and
I’'m so proud to know that the company deliv-
ers.

This cutting edge technology that was de-
veloped and produced in New York’s 28th
Congressional District is yet one more exam-
ple of how our region is a leader in innovation
and development. Congratulations to Harris
RF Communications and its employees for at-
taining this significant achievement.
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RECOGNIZING THE KANSAS CITY
ANIMAL HEALTH CORRIDOR

HON. BENNIE G. THOMPSON

OF MISSISSIPPI
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. THOMPSON of Mississippi. Mr. Speak-
er, | rise in opposition to House Resolution
317, which would recognize the region from
Manhattan, Kansas, to Columbia, Missouri, as
the Kansas City Animal Health Corridor.

While | have no issues with the larger goals
of the resolution—to recognize the work that is
going on in Kansas and Missouri on animal
health—I do take issue with the recognition of
the Manhattan, Kansas site “as the future lo-
cation for the National Bio and Agro-defense
Facility (NBAF).”

| support moving the critical research activi-
ties of Plum Island onto the U.S. mainland.
However, |, like many other Members, have
grave concerns about the selection process
that was utilized by the prior Administration to
secure a site for the NBAF. | do not believe
that the selection criteria were applied in a
consistent manner. Accordingly, | have dis-
comfort with the inclusion of the reference to
the Manhattan, Kansas site in this resolution.

Moreover, while | have no doubt that there
is salutary work on animal health being con-
ducted in Kansas and Missouri, | have some
discomfort with the statement that the Kansas-
Missouri corridor has “unmatched” capacity to
support the animal health industry. There are
certainly other areas around the Nation that
have a great deal of capacity.

For these reasons, | must vote “no”
resolution.

on the

——————

CELEBRATING THE LIFE OF
SYLVIA LEVIN

HON. HOWARD L. BERMAN

OF CALIFORNIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. BERMAN. Madam Speaker, | rise today
to pay respects to the passing of my friend
Sylvia Levin who passed peacefully on Thurs-
day, June 25, 2009 at the age of 91. Let this
congressional insert serve as a tribute to her
memory and celebration of her meaningful life.

Sylvia was born on September 14, 1917, in
Brooklyn, NY, and grew up there and in New
Jersey. She decided to move to California in
the 1940s as a single mother of two. She
quickly became accustomed to the southern
California lifestyle while working at an aircraft
plant, a garment factory, a stall at the original
Farmers Market in Los Angeles, and as a
beach parking lot attendant in Santa Monica.

Known for her warmth and friendliness, Syl-
via’s indefatigable enthusiasm and tenacity for
politics would give new meaning to the grass-
roots movement. She was known for signing
more than 47,000 people to California’s voter
rolls and she should be remembered for these
invaluable contributions she’s made to democ-
racy. For her registration efforts, she received
a State Senate resolution from the late Sen-
ator Herschel Rosenthal. Further, in 2001, she
was befittingly nominated and inducted into
California’s Voter Participation Hall of Fame.
In 2007, on her 90th birthday, the Los Angeles
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City Council awarded Levin a commendatory
resolution citing her work ‘“registering voters
for decades, her belief in the Constitution and
making the Constitution work.” Her leadership
and dedication to furthering our civic responsi-
bility is an example to all.

Sylvia is survived by her son and daughter,
Chuck Levin and Susan Levin, and her sisters
Dottie Sadowsky and Daisy Neustadt.

| ask my colleagues to join me in cele-
brating the life of Sylvia Levin.

————

SUPPORTING AMERICAN LEGION
DAY

SPEECH OF

HON. PHIL GINGREY

OF GEORGIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Tuesday, September 15, 2009

Mr. GINGREY of Georgia. Mr. Speaker, |
rise today to express my strongest support for
H. Res. 679, a bill that recognizes American
Legion Day and commends the exemplary
service of the veterans of the United States
Armed Services. The American Legion was
granted a charter by this body on September
16, 1919, and since that time the Legion has
remained active on the local, state, and na-
tional level as a volunteer service organization
for our nation’s veterans.

Today, it is an honor to express my deep
sense of gratitude to the thousands of vet-
erans who are members of the American Le-
gion. The American Legion provides many vol-
unteer opportunities for our nation’s troops
when they retire from the Armed Services.
Some of these include donating millions of
man hours to the medical facilities of the Vet-
erans Administration, sponsoring Boy Scouts
of America troops all around the country, and
awarding millions of dollars for college schol-
arships. These incredible volunteers give back
to the very communities that they have al-
ready sacrificed so much for throughout their
careers.

Community involvement is only one aspect
of the American Legion. These Legionnaires
also provide an extraordinary amount of sup-
port for troops returning from war in Iraq and
Afghanistan. Legion Posts all around the na-
tion have been involved with providing finan-
cial assistance to veterans displaced by nat-
ural disasters or families of veterans that are
struggling to pay for basic needs such as
housing. The American Legion has a Family
Support Network that provides much needed
assistance to families of members of the
Armed Services, and the organization focuses
on reintegrating troops returning from deploy-
ment into the workforce in the United States.

It is appropriate that we take a moment to
recognize and say thank you to the active duty
members of our Armed Forces for their dedi-
cation, sacrifice, and honor. Each and every
day, they keep this great nation safe and pro-
tect the freedoms that we enjoy. We are proud
of all of our servicemen and women and are
eternally grateful for their efforts in the Global
War on Terror. Furthermore, let us not forgot
those who have paid the ultimate sacrifice,
and let us say a gracious thank you to them
for their willingness to make the ultimate sac-
rifice for liberty.

The families of those who serve our country
on the front lines also deserve the admiration
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and appreciation of each and every citizen.
These family members often watch their loved
ones travel to far away lands in support of a
cause and an ideal so much greater than any
one individual. Indeed, our democratic form of
government is a testament to the courage and
valor of our Armed Forces. The support given
to our servicemen and women by their loved
ones is irreplaceable, as it is the foundation
for the bravery inherent in those who labor
steadfastly in the defense of liberty.

Mr. Speaker, | believe that the brave men
and women who sacrifice—and have sac-
rificed in the past—for our present freedoms
deserve our fullest support. Our nation’s serv-
icemen and women represent the best our
country has to offer, and they must be treated
with the respect and honor they deserve. Rec-
ognizing American Legion Day in 2009 is just
one small reminder of the invaluable contribu-
tions made by our troops at home and abroad,
and it is my hope that we will continue to do
all we can and more for the veterans of our
Armed Forces. The American Legion is an ex-
ceptional organization for veterans and com-
munities all around the nation, and we now re-
affirm our commitment to these heroes by rec-
ognizing this day.

Mr. Speaker, | urge all of my colleagues to
support this resolution.

EARMARK DECLARATION

HON. ROSCOE G. BARTLETT

OF MARYLAND
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. BARTLETT. Madam Speaker, | submit
the following: Funding of $2,000,000 is nec-
essary to continue the development of a
power dense Integrated Power System (IPS)
and Hybrid Electric Drive (HED) technologies
suitable for surface combatant and submarine
propulsion, enhanced power generation and
power conversion. Power dense electric ma-
chines and power conversion solutions enable
hybrid propulsion systems that save fuel and
provide increased critical power for additional
payload capabilities. These developments
allow an advanced IPS or HED system to be
incorporated in future and existing warships,
including the re—started DDG51 line, DDG512
Modification, Ohio Replacement, and a future
CG(X).

———

CHURCH OF THE NATIVITY OF THE
THEOKOTOS

HON. MICHAEL F. DOYLE

OF PENNSYLVANIA
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. DOYLE. Madam Speaker, | rise to ob-
serve the 85th anniversary of the Church of
the Nativity of the Theokotos, a Serbian Ortho-
dox Church in Clairton, Pennsylvania.

For those of us who may be unfamiliar with
Orthodox Christianity, Theokotos is Greek for
“God-Bearer” or “one who gives birth to God,”
and it is the Greek title for Mary, the mother
of Jesus. Consequently, the Church of the Na-
tivity of the Theokotos is also sometimes re-
ferred to as St. Mary’s Serbian Orthodox
Church.
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Serbs began settling in southwestern Penn-
sylvania in large numbers about 100 years
ago. Until they obtained their own church, the
Serbs in Clairton attended services as the
Serbian Orthodox Church in McKeesport. But
once the number of Serbian families in Clair-
ton exceeded 40, they established their own
parish and began working to establish their
own church. In 1924, the nascent congrega-
tion purchased a Presbyterian church, and
moved it to its current location in the 500
block of Third Street in Clairton. Work on the
church was completed and it was consecrated
2 years later.

Soon Serbian Orthodox Christians from the
nearly communities of Elizabeth,
Monongahela, and further up the
Monongahela River came to worship at the
church and eventually the parish came to in-
clude these communities as well.

The church hall was substantially expanded
in 1941, and in 1945, the parish purchased a
rectory across the street.

On September 19, the congregation will cel-
ebrate the 85th anniversary of the church and
the Slava celebration, or feast day of their pa-
tron saint, with a Holy Hierarchical Divine Lit-
urgy at 10 am.

This will be a bittersweet occasion as it will
be the last such celebration at the Church of
the Nativity of the Theokotos. The congrega-
tion has shrunken from 600 people 50 years
ago to less than 50 today, making it the small-
est parish in the Serbian Orthodox Diocese of
Eastern America. The church is closing after
the last liturgy there on Sunday, September
27, 2009, bringing to a close nearly a century
of serving as a place of worship and commu-
nity fixture for the Serbian Orthodox faithful in
Clairton and the surrounding communities.

| want to recognize this occasion by con-
gratulating the congregation and friends of the
Church of the Nativity of the Theokotos on 85
years of the Serbian Orthodox community of
the Mon Valley.

HONORING MATTHEW PALNOW

HON. DONALD P. MANZULLO

OF ILLINOIS
IN THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES

Wednesday, September 16, 2009

Mr. MANZULLO. Madam Speaker, it is my
distinct honor to take this opportunity to recog-
nize a heroic resident of the 16th District of llli-
nois, Matthew Polnow of Rockford. Mr. Polnow
works for the U.S. Postal Service and is a
member of the National Association of Letter
Carriers.

On June 11, 2008, as he was delivering
mail on his postal route, Carrier Polnow wit-
nessed a crushing three-vehicle accident. In a
matter of seconds, he ran to the first car,
checking to make sure that the occupants
were not injured. Then he went on to the sec-
ond vehicle, a truck, where fortunately no one
needed assistance. Carrier Polnow continued
to the third vehicle, a van used to transport
handicapped and wheelchair-bound individ-
uals, which was beginning to burn. The driv-
er's airbag had deployed, and the driver alert-
ed Carrier Polnow to a handicapped pas-
senger still inside the smoke-filled van.

With smoke continuing to circulate and
flames erupting from the engine, Carrier
Polnow went to work. He managed to free the
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